Well Bram,
     It’s been almost a year that I’ve had the boat and I thought I would update you on my progress.  First, I must say that the boat has garnered so much attention and many accolades.  People are truly amazed to see a high-tech wooden boat and boaters and non-boaters are continuously asking question about it.

     When I first saw the 24 1/2er (Swift Solo) in Sailing World I could only dream of owning it.  But I was the lucky one.  Thank you.

     I put the boat in the water in the middle of March and have finally been able to sail it in up to 12 knots, which felt amazing.   I had set the boat up perfectly (Cunningham full on, vang eased, caps set at 5 on the loos gauge, primaries at 25, lowers relaxed and the board raised 7 inches).
   It seemed last year on English Bay the winds were continuously at 15-20 knots.  I did more swimming than sailing!  I didn’t get a heck of a lot of sailing in last year.  Also, I certainly was not fit enough so this winter I started a get-fit program which primarily consisted of open ocean sculling.  Now I have the strength and flexibility to handle the boat better.

My timing on tacking still needs some work but I’m getting there.  Starting the tack, coming inboard, unhooking, crossing over, hooking up, grabbing the tiller, getting hold of the mainsheet, and heading out, has to be perfect.

It is truly amazing how solid the boat feels while on the trapeze.  The reaction of the helm is so quick.  The steering reaction is what I imagine it’s like steering a formula one car.  It has to be instinctive.  If you have to think about it, it’s too late! You’re swimming.  Great fun!

Having sailed Lasers, Hobbies, 505’s, Dutchman, and keel boats for the last 38 years I would have to say that this is the most fun that I have ever had sailing—and I still have a ways to go.

Once people have a chance to sail the Swift Solo I’m sure the fleet will grow by leaps and bounds worldwide.  It’s a great feeling to be part of such an elite group as well as being the most admired boat, either on the water or on the land.  

I can’t wait to try the new mast and sails.

Thanks a million Bram for conceiving and building such a brilliant boat.

Mike Jocelyn  CAN 001 
